
	  
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
GE Lighting Announces Investments in Cleveland-Area Landmarks and 
Education 
 

• Newly announced GE Lighting commitments to Cleveland community exceed one 
quarter of a million dollars 

• GE’s investment includes $200,000 in ecomagination LED lights to illuminate the West 
Side Market and Public Square 

• GE Lighting and Case Western Reserve University will co-sponsor a four-year full 
scholarship valued up to $200,000 to a 2013 graduate of the MC2STEM High School  
 

EAST CLEVELAND, OHIO (September 27, 2012) — GE Lighting announced the company will provide 
more than $200,000 in energy- and maintenance-cost saving LED (light-emitting diode) lighting 
systems for two Cleveland landmarks—the historic West Side Market and Cleveland’s Public Square—
as part of a day-long GE Works celebration of its employees, heritage of innovation and Cleveland 
roots.  
 
“This investment reflects our commitment to Northeast Ohio and desire to better showcase two truly 
iconic and beloved Cleveland gathering spots,” said Maryrose Sylvester, president & CEO of GE 
Lighting. “We take great pride in GE Lighting’s more than 130 years of innovation and the century of 
industry firsts conceived in research labs right here at Nela Park.” 
 
GE’s leadership in LEDs can be traced to the invention of the first visible LED by GE scientist Nick 
Holonyak nearly 50 years ago. GE LED systems are being used in a variety of applications, including 
traffic signals, signage, grocery cases, spot and flood lighting, office and residential lighting, parking 
lots and roadways. 
 
Case Western Reserve University scholarship announced 
In 2008, the Metropolitan Cleveland Consortium for STEM, or MC2STEM, High School was embedded 
at Nela Park, GE Lighting’s global headquarters in East Cleveland, making the company the first 
Fortune 500 Company to have a high school located at its headquarters. The year-round, multi-
campus school focuses on science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) and emphasizes 
project-based learning by incorporating real-life business activities into the students’ studies. The 
sophomore class is located at Nela Park. 
 
At a community event hosted at GE Lighting’s headquarters this morning, Sylvester announced a 
donation of $100,000 to Case Western Reserve University to support a four-year scholarship for a 
2013 Cleveland Metropolitan School District MC2STEM high school graduate. Case Western Reserve 
will provide any remaining support, so that the student’s tuition, room, board and fees will be fully 
covered, resulting in a scholarship valued up to $200,000. The student will have spent his or her 10th 
grade year at the MC2STEM high school at Nela Park.  
 
 



	  
	  

“Our founder, Thomas Edison, understood that hard work leads to true success,” added Sylvester. 
“Those who follow in his footsteps at GE value the education of our youth, not only because they will 
help to continue our legacy of innovation, but also because they will propel advances in our industry 
that can positively impact our communities for generations to come.” 
 
Customer education at Cleveland State University and local retailers 
More than 100 GE Lighting employees were involved in local customer education initiatives taking 
place today, reinforcing the Company’s commitment to ecomagination. 
 

• Professional customers and Fenn College of Engineering students at Cleveland State 
University were offered a close look at state-of-the-art LED systems featured on the GE 
Lighting Revolution Tour truck parked on the CSU campus; while 

• GE Lighting employees fanned out across Northeast Ohio to more than a dozen retail lighting 
aisles to answer questions about lighting choices, such as energy-efficient soft white 
(halogen) bulbs, CFL bulbs and LED bulbs, and new language on packaging such as “lumens” 
and a “lighting facts label” that’s modeled after the “nutrition facts label.” 

 
Lighting Overview: West Side Market and Public Square 
In support of the West Side Market’s centennial celebration, GE Lighting will provide $80,000 in 
energy-efficient, ecomagination lighting products to light the exterior of the historic building. Its 137-
foot-tall clock tower will be illuminated with nearly 30 GE LED spotlights and floodlights. Exterior 
facings, as well as the street lighting from the West Side Market on Lorain to West 26th Street and all 
of Market Square, will be re-lamped with energy-efficient GE solutions. An official lighting will take 
place at West Side Market’s Street Festival + Parade on Sunday, October 7, 2012. 
 
Public Square—site of the first electric street lighting in the United States—will receive $125,000 in 
new LED roadway lights and lampposts through a donation to the Downtown Cleveland Alliance. The 
new LED systems will provide more uniform light and reduce shadowing and dark spots produced by 
traditional roadway fixtures, enhancing the beauty and feeling of security in this high-traffic area of 
Cleveland. The lighting installation is scheduled for completion by Thanksgiving 2012. 
 
About GE Lighting 
GE Lighting invents with the vigor of its founder Thomas Edison to develop energy-efficient solutions 
that change the way people light their world in commercial, industrial, municipal and residential 
settings. The business employs 16,000 people in more than 100 countries, and sells products under 
the Reveal® and Energy Smart® consumer brands, and Evolve™, GTx™, Immersion ™, Infusion™, 
Lumination™ and Tetra® commercial brands, all trademarks of GE. General Electric (NYSE: GE) works 
on things that matter to build a world that works better. For more information, visit 
www.gelighting.com. 
 

### 
 
For more information, contact: 
David Schuellerman, david.schuellerman@ge.com, 216.266.9702 
 
	  



GE Works for Ohio
GE Lighting has been leading the lighting revolution for more than a century. Headquartered in 
Cleveland, Ohio, at Nela Park, GE Lighting joins other GE businesses across the state including 
Aviation, Capital, Energy and Healthcare for more than 15,000 employees in the Buckeye State. 

Imagination at Work Since 1913
On April 18, 1913, in Cleveland, Ohio, 400 employees of the National Quality Lamp  
Division of the General Electric Company moved by horse-drawn vans and motorcade to  
one of the world’s most unique industrial parks ever conceived and created – Nela Park.  
Prior to this date, General Electric had merged with a competitor company, and in 1906,  
the organization was renamed National Electric Lamp Association (NELA). 

GE Lighting and Nela Park Today
GE Lighting is leading a global “Lighting Revolution” of transformation in technology,  
products, manufacturing, sales and marketing not seen since the days of its founder,  
Thomas Edison. The 92-acre Nela Park was listed as a “Historic Place” in the U.S.  
Department of the Interior’s National Register in 1975 and now is home to 700  
GE employees.

GE Lighting Institute - Best known among Nela Park’s 26 buildings is “The Lighting  
Institute,” which hosts thousands of customers and business allies yearly, participating  
in product application seminars and training. Built in 1921, the facility originally served  
as the Nela Park cafeteria until it became the “General Electric Institute” in 1933 and  
was then renamed “General Electric Lighting Institute” in 1946.  

MC2STEM High School - GE Lighting is host to the first high school located in a corporate  
industrial park. Its partnership with the MC2STEM High School began in 2008, and over  
the past three academic years, GE employees have spent more than 10,000 volunteer  
hours working with the students, serving as tutors, mentors and instructors. 

Manufacturing in Ohio
Ohio is home to several GE manufacturing plants, including GE’s global center of excellence in Bucyrus. Here, GE is investing  
$65 million and adding employees to manufacture energy-efficient linear fluorescent light bulbs sold around the world.  
GE directly and indirectly generates $11.2 billion per year in Ohio.

Making a Difference
Every day, GE employees help improve the communities where they live and work through charitable contributions, grants and 
volunteer service. In Ohio, GE has donated $40 million to charities and non-profits over the past two years and also contributed 
more than 117,000 volunteer hours. 

For more information, contact David Schuellerman, 216-266-9702, david.schuellerman@ge.com. 
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GE in the Community: Relamping Cleveland’s  
West Side Market & Public Square

West Side Market
This year marks a century of Northeast Ohio residents and tourists visiting Cleveland’s 
West Side Market. In support of West Side Market’s centennial celebration, GE Lighting 
will donate $80,000 in energy-efficient lighting products to light the exterior of the historic 
building. The official lighting will take place at West Side Market’s Street Festival + Parade 
on October 7, 2012.

Project Overview
 
 •  The landmark 137-foot-tall clock tower will be illuminated with nearly 30 GE LED  

spotlights and floodlights

 •  The exterior facings of West Side Market will be relamped with GE energy-efficient 
lighting solutions

 •  The street lighting from West Side Market on Lorain to West 26th Street and all  
of Market Square will be replaced with GE LED roadway and post lighting

Public Square
Public Square, located in the heart of downtown Cleveland, was the site of the first 
electric street lighting in the United States in 1879. GE Lighting will donate $125,000 
in new LED roadway lights and lampposts to light this historic Cleveland setting. The 
installation is set to be completed by mid-November.

Project Overview
 
 •  GE energy-efficient LED roadway lights and lamppost tops will be donated  

to the Downtown Cleveland Alliance to be installed in Public Square 

 •  The LED systems provide more uniform light across the area they illuminate,  
reducing shadowing and dark spots produced by traditional roadway fixtures

 •  The quality of the light enhances the environment in high-traffic areas,  
while significantly reducing the city’s energy usage

For more information, contact David Schuellerman, 216-266-9702, david.schuellerman@ge.com. 

GE Gives Back



GE in the Community: MC2STEM School Scholarship

MC2STEM School
In 2008 the Metropolitan Cleveland Consortium for STEM, or MC2STEM, High School 
was embedded at Nela Park, making GE Lighting the first Fortune 500 Company to 
have a high school located at its headquarters. 

 •  The year-round school emphasizes project-based learning by incorporating 
real-life business activities into the students’ studies

 •  The cutting-edge national initiative focuses on science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM)

 •  MC2STEM is a multi-campus school. The sophomore class is located at GE 
Lighting’s global headquarters, Nela Park, while 9th, 11th and 12th graders 
attend classes at other locations in the Cleveland Municipal School District

 •  An average of 175 GE volunteers enrich the students’ experience each year 
by serving as tutors and mentors. Since 2008, these GE employee volunteers 
have logged more than 10,450 hours

 • GE Lighting hired its first set of interns from the MC2STEM High School in 2011

 •  MC2STEM High School was the first open-enrollment institution in the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District to receive an “Excellent” rating on  
the State of Ohio report card

Case Western Reserve University Scholarship
GE is making a gift to Case Western Reserve University totaling $100,000 over 
the next four years to support a four-year scholarship to one graduating STEM 
student. Case Western Reserve will provide any remaining support, so that 
the student’s tuition, room & board, and fees will be fully covered, resulting in a 
total scholarship up to $200,000. The student will have attended the Nela Park 
MC2STEM School for one academic year.

For more information, contact David Schuellerman, 216-266-9702, david.schuellerman@ge.com. 

GE Gives Back



GE: Leading Lighting Innovation for over 100 Years
The first incandescent bulb? GE’s founder invented it! The first fluorescent bulb? GE invented it!  
The first visible light LED? GE invented it too! For over 100 years, GE has been a leader in 
inventing new light bulbs:

Explore GE’s full history of innovation: http://www.ge.com/innovation/timeline/index.html. 

1879 – First Incandescent Bulb 
 •  A filament wire is heated to a high temperature by an electric current, until it glows
 •  Thomas Edison, GE’s founder, conducted his first successful test of a practical incandescent bulb on  

October 22, 1879, the bulb lasted 13.5 hours and used a carbon filament
 •  Also in 1879: Frank Woolworth opened his first five-and-ten-cent store

1938 – First Fluorescent Bulb
 •  Uses electricity to excite mercury vapor producing visible light
 •  GE produced the first practical low-pressure discharge bulb to provide white light
 •  Also in 1938: Action Comics issued the first Superman

1959 – First Halogen Bulb
 •  Combines halogen gas and tungsten filament to produce a visible halogen cycle chemical reaction
 •  Halogen bulbs were initially popular for their white light and small size
 •  Also in 1959: Xerox launched the first commercial copier

1962 – First Visible Light LED
 •  Light was produced from the movement of electrons within a semiconductor material
 •  While working at GE, Nick Holonyak Jr. (“father of the light-emitting diode”) invented the first practical  

visible-spectrum (red) LED 
 •  Also in 1962: The Beatles, The Beach Boys and Bob Dylan released their first albums

1976 – First Compact Fluorescent Lamp
 •  Excites atoms to produce visible light not through heat but a complex process involving a sealed gas-filled 

tube and a magnetic or electronic ballast
 •  Edward Hammer, a GE engineer, invented the helical CFL in response to the 1973 oil crisis
 •  Also in 1976: IBM introduced the first laser printer

2010 – First ENERGY STAR® A19 LED Replacement Bulb
 •  A 9-watt bulb designed to replace a 40-watt incandescent bulb but with a much longer life, at least 17 years
 •  Provides a 77 percent savings in energy and lasts 25 times as long as its incandescent equivalent
 •  First A19 LED replacement lamp to earn the ENERGY STAR label

For more information, contact David Schuellerman, 216-266-9702, david.schuellerman@ge.com. 

Did You Know?



4 Need-to-Know Facts About the Changing Lighting Aisle
The way consumers light their homes is changing, starting with how they shop for light bulbs.  
In addition to new choices in technology, new packaging requirements are reshaping the lighting 
aisle. Here are some things to look for when shopping for new bulbs.

Lighting Facts Label
Similar to the nutrition label on food boxes, the back of many bulb packages now include  
a “Lighting Facts” label. The label provides information about lumens (brightness), energy  
cost, life rating, light appearance (warm versus cool light), wattage and mercury  
content. Mandated by the Federal Trade Commission, the label is meant to standardize 
how manufacturers convey bulb features, helping consumers quickly  
make comparisons between bulbs and bulb technologies.

Lumens vs. Watts
Light bulb packaging is moving from an emphasis on watts to lumens. Consumers have 
equated watts to brightness for decades, but in true lighting terms, this isn’t accurate. 
Watts are merely the measure of electrical energy used to light a bulb. A lumen is a 
measure of the bulb’s brightness. Simply put, the higher the lumen number, the brighter 
the bulb.

Color-Coded Packaging
GE Lighting bulb packaging in the U.S. now incorporates colored backgrounds to help 
consumers better understand the light that will be emitted from each bulb. Color 
selections are based on how much light the bulb provides. For example, yellow boxes 
represent bulbs with strong, vibrant light ideal for home cooking, cleaning and grooming, 
while purple boxes provide subtle and reassuring light for use at night. 

Energy-Efficient Choices
There are more energy-saving choices available than ever before. Before consumers hit 
the stores, they should consider what lighting attributes are important to them, whether 
it’s long life, instant-on or dimming capabilities. Different bulb technologies offer different 
benefits. To boil down how much switching to a more efficient bulb means, consumers 
should look for resources like the savings calculator GE offers at www.gelighting.com/
lighttransforms. It shows consumers how much they’ll save with a simple switch from 
incandescent bulbs to GE’s halogen, CFL or LED bulbs.

For more information, contact David Schuellerman, 216-266-9702, david.schuellerman@ge.com. 
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GE Lighting Installations
GE has illuminated many of the world’s most well-known monuments and landmarks, most major 
U.S. professional sports stadiums and cities and spaces the world over. The following represents a 
snapshot of just a few of the many, many places GE Lighting has lit.

For more information, contact David Schuellerman, 216-266-9702, david.schuellerman@ge.com. 

Did You Know?

Local (Northeast Ohio)

BP Building  
Cleveland Bridge Bicentennial 
Cleveland Museum of Art  
Cleveland Playhouse 
Cleveland State Tower 
John Carroll University Tower 
Progressive Field
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  
and Museum
Tower City   
Severance Hall 
West Side Market

National 

Statue of Liberty 
Washington Monument 
United States Institute of Peace
9-11 a Tribute in Light
United States Air Force Memorial
Mt. Rushmore  
Golden Gate Bridge
Ben Franklin Bridge
Hoover Dam
St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Grand Central Station Facade 
Carnegie Museum of Art
Rockefeller Center
City of Las Vegas 
Palazzo Resort Hotel  
and Casino  
Cowboys Stadium
MetLife Stadium
Wrigley Field
Fenway Park 
The Astrodome

International

London Tower Bridge
2012 Olympic Stadium, London
Hungarian Parliament Building 
Doge’s Palace, Italy
Grand Palace of Peterhof, Russia
Guggenheim Museum, Spain
Frankfurt Airport, Germany
City of Sydney, Australia


