
We Have 
a Love for 
the Original

Shaws master craftsmen shape farmhouse sinks 
using original techniques from 1897.

On February 14, 
1897, while Queen 
Victoria ruled the 
British Empire, 
Arthur Gerard Shaw 
of Darwen, England 
invented the form 
we now call the 
Farmhouse Apron-
Front Fireclay Sink.

When Shaws sinks were first designed, good 
water was scarce in the UK’s towns and 
cities - particularly in London. Hence early 
designs did not have any form of overflow, and 
became known originally as a ‘London Sink’. 
They were regarded for their functional deep 
bowls and sanitary smooth glazes.  They soon 
became popular in the ‘back of house’ like 
butler’s areas and the downstairs kitchens of 
fine stately homes around the UK and America.

In the British countryside, clean water was 
more ample resulting in a new design called 
the ‘Belfast Sink’—featuring a built in 
overflow drain. This allowed water to overflow 
while in use, keeping the water in the sink 
fresh. These sinks were used for everything 
from scrubbing pots, washing laundry and 
bathing children.

Shaws Farmhouse Sinks are made from a 
unique material called fireclay. Fireclay is 
produced when heavy ball clay and glaze 
are heated to an extremely high temperature 
(2200ºF), causing the elements to fuse together, 
creating a new, super durable material.

Each sink is hand-made, taking three to four 
weeks in total, using time-honored techniques 
that have been passed down from master 
craftsman to apprentices for well over  
a century.

HEAVY CLAY FIRECLAY FOR 
EXTREME DURABILITY 

Shaws sinks are made of heavy ball 
fireclay for extreme durability. Its unique 
properties are created when the clay and 

glaze fuse together.

CRAFTSMEN HAND STAMP 
EACH SINK 

The sinkmaster craftsman proudly imprints 
his name on the base of his creation, before 
leaving the sink to gradually dry out for a 

period of over 40 hours.

HAND FINISHED BY 
MASTER CRAFTSMEN

Shaws master craftsmen hand-finish 
using a process of sponging and ‘fettling’ 

to create a smooth surface.

SHAWS SINKS ARE 
THE ORIGINAL 

Shaws sinks are the  original farmhouse 
apron-front design, made using the same 
techniques from 120 years ago when the 

first was invented. 
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Shaws Classic Shaker 
Farmhouse Fireclay Apron- 
Front Sink MS3018. 
Made in England.
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