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TAKE the
family away
to Spain’s
sunny Costa
Brava.
A week
all-inclusive at
the 3H Santa Susanna
Resort is from £199 per
person (saving £145pp).
The traditional and
friendly resort hotel boasts
a fantastic location on the
edge of Costa Brava’s
Santa Susanna and is just a
stroll from the sandy
beach, shops, bars and
restaurants.
The price includes flights
from various airports on
selected dates in April and
May. See
broadwaytravel.com or call
0800 011 4621.
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CELEBRATE IN THE ’LAND OF THE FREE

CELEBRATE Independence
Day in style at Legoland
Florida, with its annual Red,
Brick and Boom event.
The Independence Day
celebration — running from July
4 to 6 — allows guests to
experience the American
holiday in style while exploring
Legoland Florida’s rides, shows
and attractions.
Filled with fireworks and
activities it promises to have
something for the whole family
to enjoy.
The special three-day event
will be filled with fun things to

do, including a party in Miniland
USA and the chance to help
build Legoland Florida’s
American flag.
The park has more than 50
rides, shows and attractions
amd a water park and it’s
geared towards families with
children aged two to 12.
Next year the Legoland Hotel
will open featuring 152 highly
themed rooms and suites,
Lego décor, interactive
play areas, a pool and a
restaurant.
Visit florida.legoland.com,
attraction-tickets-direct.co.uk or
call 0800 691 1942.

THE EMIRATES

AN app from an airline may not sound
that exciting, but this one from
Emirates is both useful and fun.
The free app – which is
currently only for iPad – lets you
book flights, download boarding cards and
manage everything about your trip from seat
selection to meal requirements.
There’s also an interactive map, with red dots
relating to the 130 destinations the airline flies to
around the world.
You can play around on the “Live Flights” map
too, which lets you see the exact position of all
Emirates flights and set alerts to track a flight’s
departure or arrival status.
One of the best features of the app is a mini-guide
to each destination, with updated local times and
weather information.
Download it free from the App Store.

APP
OF THE
WEEK

Berghaus
Women’s
Stormcloud
Jacket, £75,
cotswold
outdoor.com
IF your idea of the
Easter hols means exploring
the great outdoors, this
waterproof jacket will come
in handy when dealing with
our four-seasons-in-one-day
weather. It is ridiculously
light and scrunches up small
enough to stuff in a
handbag.
But when the wind and
rain whip up – as we all
know they will – it offers
proper protection. The
adjustable hood and velcro
cuffs mean you stay cosy in
our spring weather.
GARMENT
OF THE
WEEK
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TODAY: Scotland and Northern Ireland will be
unsettled and windy with showers or longer
spells of rain, heaviest in north-west Scotland.
After a chilly start with almost clear skies,
southern and central parts of England, as well as
Wales, will be dry with periods of warm sunshine.
Some fair weather cloud will build up during
the day, but this is likely to disperse during the
evening to leave it clear again by sunset.
Northern England will be mainly cloudy with
the slim chance of a light shower.
TONIGHT: Northern and western Scotland will
have clear intervals and scattered showers –
these will be wintry over the hills.
The rest of Scotland, north-west England, and
Northern Ireland will have isolated showers and
clear spells. Elsewhere, it will be dry with long
clear periods.
HUGE snowflakes up to seven inches wide fell
on Berkhamsted, Herts, on April 13, 1951.
Elsewhere, temperatures averaged a chilly 7˚C.
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apartment is £62pp. It
has a private terrace and
is near the beach. Flight
not included. See
spain-holiday.com or call
020 3384 7066.
OR spring into summer
at Hastings Hotels in
Northern Ireland with their
special £80pp stay at
their 5H Culloden Estate
and Spa including
breakfast and a main
course in the restaurant.
See hastingshotels.com
or call 028 9067 1066.
Relax at
Eurocamp
with seven-night stays.
Travelling in early May
and staying at the
outdoor holiday
specialist’s La Baume
parc at Fréjus, in a
two-bed one-bath Classic
Plus mobile home with
decking, costs from just
£230 per party, including
return Dover to Calais
ferry crossings. See
eurocamp.co.uk or call
0844 406 0552.
OR enjoy a Spring
Bank Holiday in North
Devon with a three-night
break for a family of four,
starting on May 23, at
Woolacombe Bay Holiday
Parks £199 (saving £220).
See woolacombe.com/bp
or call 0843 208 0368,
Two can enjoy
a week in
Burns Cottage in
Drumnadrochit,
Inverness-shire from
£252.75. See
scottish-countrycottages.co.uk or call
0845 268 0801
OR head to Lake Garda
in Italy for a week’s B&B
at the Astoria Hotel from
£299pp. Price includes
flights from Glasgow on
either May 10 or 14. See
barrheadtravel.co.uk or
call 0141 222 2223.
Two weeks’
self-catering at
the 3T Calypso Cay
Resort in Florida is from
£665pp. Includes flights
from Glasgow on May 2.
See thomson.co.uk or
call 0871 230 2555.
OR grab two-bedroom
Villa Luka in Istria,
Croatia, for £625. It offers
air conditioning and a
swimming pool. Flights to
Pula are available from
Glasgow, with
Thomsonfly and Jet2.
See affairtravel.com or
call 020 7616 9990.
Two
weeks’
all-inclusive in the
Dominican Republic at
the 5H Sun Grand
Palladium Resort & Spa
is from £870pp, leaving
Glasgow on May 8. See
firstchoice.co.uk or call
0871 200 7799.
OR Akamas Villas has
late availability for a
week’s rental between
April 26 and May 21, in
Mare Beach Villa. The
four-bedroom luxury villa
features sun deck and
infinity pool. The price is
down from £1,190 to
£952 per week (if start
date in April). See
www.akamas-villas.com
and quote Voucher Code
MBV20 (for Mare Beach).
Return flights from
Glasgow to Paphos are
available. See
momondo.co.uk.
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Three nights
£100:
in Malaga in a
penthouse studio

£250:

VIEW’S GOOD . . .
Atlanta boasts an
impressive skyline

NORWICH

Hols for
under...

28oc

TENS of
makers
each
straight

£750:

millions of holidayfly into Atlanta
year. Then fly
back out again.

As the world’s busiest airport, Hartsfield-Jackson swarms
with visitors checking in, checking out, scuttling between terminals and scrambling to make
connections to other destinations in the USA.
The battle for Atlanta’s tourism bosses is to keep them for
a while, and it’s a fight they’re
winning as this vibrant, exciting city slowly blossoms into
one of America’s premier 21st
century destinations. It’s not
hard to figure out why.
The ‘Capital of the South’,
with one foot in a rich and
colourful past and the other
planted firmly in the future,
has a lot going for it.
The history you may already
know about.
Nicked from the Cherokees
in the 1830s and developed as
a key railroad town, it was
burnt to the ground by General
William Sherman during the
Civil War, an episode immortalised in Gone With The Wind.
And frankly, ma’am, the
locals still give a damn.
Let’s
just
say
Sherman’s name
is not to be bandied
about
lightly in these
parts!
A few years
later, in 1868, the
‘Big Peach’ became
Georgia’s State Cap-
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GEORGIA ON MY MIND . . .
Andy enjoys Atlanta’s sights. Inset,
Martin Luther King and Beiber
ital and has since grown into a
huge metropolis with a population roughly the same as Scotland’s. And it’s still growing, in
size and reputation.
Today’s Atlanta is a chic,
modern city where hi-tech
offices jostle for space with
museums, art galleries, glitzy
shopping malls and more top
restaurants than you could
shake a pepper pot at.
From my room at the plush
JW Marriott in Buckhead the
views were spectacular.
I looked down on
lush, green parkland dotted with
magnificent old
mansion houses
and, in the distance, the gleaming skyscrapers
of midtown and
downtown. It’s a
sprawling city so

you’ll need a car, taxis or a
decent knowledge of local
transport links to get around.
But it’s well worth exploring.

Booming
music scene

So arm yourself with a CityPass — it costs about £55 and
gives you free entry to top
attractions like the World of
Coca-Cola Museum, CNN Studio Tour and the famed Georgia
Aquarium — and get cracking.
A 90-minute trolley bus
tour, courtesy of the Peachtree
Trolley Company, is a good
place to start.
It’s a history lesson and
guided tour of all the main
sights and attractions rolled
into one. Much of the focus is
on the life and legacy of civil
rights leader Dr Martin Luther

King, Atlanta’s most famous
son.
But it’s also how I learned
of the roll call of celebrities
who now call Atlanta home.
Our guide raced through a
cast list of ‘superstar’ names
drawn to the city by the
booming movie and music
scene.
Actors from The Hunger
Games and a whole posse of
rappers, apparently. I nodded
knowingly, pretending I knew
who she was talking about, and
left the bus keeping my fingers
crossed that I wouldn’t bump
into the two I HAD heard of.
Thankfully, Elton John and
Justin Beiber must have been
indoors.
If celeb-hunting is your
thing, then head for the luxury boutiques and elegant restaurants. And there are plenty
of quirky, off-beat, indepen-

dent stores, pubs and eateries in
artsy districts like Little Five
Points and Edgewood Avenue.
Everywhere we went, the food
was indecently good.
Atlantans take their grub seriously, with the city’s top chefs
making it their mission to spread
the gospel of great Southern food
to as wide a culinary audience as
possible. For the last decade, the
Atlanta Food and Wine Festival
has showcased the best the city
has to offer to thousands of locals

and visitors. It’s little wonder the
event — staged each May — is growing every year.
It isn’t about fussy, delicate, pretentious cuisine; the customer is king
here and it seems what the customer
wants is great food in comforting
portions, served up by chefs and
waiters who genuinely DO appear to
want you to ‘have a nice day’.
And that’s maybe the best attraction of all in Atlanta. You’ll have
heard about Southern charm and
hospitality. Well, it does exist.
There’s an unhurried, laid-back
friendliness about the people that’s
rare in big cities and impossible
not to warm to.
So next time you’re planning an
American trip via Atlanta, give
some thought to sticking around,
at least for a few days.
To find out more about holidays in
You’ll emerge a few dollars
the USA visit discoveramerica.com.
lighter and a few pounds heavier.
Two other websites to help you plan a
But all the richer for it.
trip to Atlanta are atlanta.net and

GO:
ATLANTA

exploreGeorgia.org

ANDY SWINBURNE

£1,000:

CHILL to the thrills of SeaWorld Orlando
this year – the world’s No1 marine park
for incredible animal encounters and
amazing rides.

There has never been a better time to visit Florida.
Discover the awesome Antarctica: Empire of the
Penguin. Journey through the frozen wilderness on a
family-friendly ride, home to a playful Gentoo penguin
called Puck, and experience an exhibit home to more
than 200 penguins.
And with our amazing competition, a family of four
will WIN the holiday of a lifetime to enjoy all this and
more in the Sunshine state.
Simply go to thesun.co.uk/seaworld for the chance
to win a 14-night stay for two adults and two children
in Orlando, including ﬂights, car hire and tickets to not
just SeaWorld Orlando but also Aquatica, SeaWorld’s
waterpark, Busch Gardens Tampa – with its wild
animals and even wilder rides – and Discovery Cove,
the only place in Orlando where you can swim with a
dolphin.
In 2014, SeaWorld Orlando is celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the original San Diego park.
Watch out for the Surprise Squad, offering
on-the-spot prizes, and animal ambassadors
promising up-close encounters with Magellanic
penguins, lemurs and even a ﬂamingo parade.

But there’s so much more to ﬂoat your boat at SeaWorld
Orlando. Dive into the breathtaking Shamu show and
you’ll connect with the majestic whales as they star
in One Ocean. And with a host of high-octane rides
bringing the majesty of the deep to life, there’s so much
more to explore.
Don’t miss Manta – the ride that sees you ﬂying
horizontally, face-down through the sky and over a
lagoon at 56mph – just like an amazing manta ray. It
soars to heights of 140ft and drops 113ft so at times
you’ll even skim the surface of the waves.
TurtleTrek immerses you in the sea turtle’s epic life
journey. You will have a turtle’s eye view in the 3-D
dome theatre before coming nose-to-ﬁn with these
incredible creatures at two extensive habitats.
It’s never been easier – or better value – to visit
SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment. Right now you
can buy tickets for THREE parks for the price of two.
The 3-Park Ticket offers 14 days’ unlimited entry
to SeaWorld Orlando, Aquatica and Busch Gardens
Tampa. The 3-Park Ticket starts at £88 for adults and
£84 for children. For more information and to book, go
to seaworldparks.co.uk.
And for your chance to win a holiday to Orlando
for a family of four, including tickets to these fab
theme parks, or to win one of TEN goody bags, go to
thesun.co.uk/seaworld.

