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INSIDER’S
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GUIDE

Atlanta

More than a sprawling metropolis of five million people,
Atlanta is a city of neighborhoods. Most visitors know
Downtown, Buckhead and Midtown, but to experience Atlanta like a local, visit Virginia-Highland for
stylish boutiques, Castleberry Hill for hot jazz and
cool art, Little Five Points for dining, pictured right,
and up-and-coming Cabbagetown, which Travel +
Leisure called “gritty chic.” Bicycle Tours of Atlanta
offers a three-hour, 10-mile tour that connects Atlantaʼs
historic neighborhoodsʼ past, present and future. ■

Whatʼs

trending

Atlanta has more than $1.5 billion in new developments opening in
2014, according to Mark Vaughn, executive vice president, chief
sales officer for the Atlanta CVB. That includes new and upgraded
hotels and three attractions, two in the city’s convention district.

■ “The Center for Civil and Human Rights will display artifacts from international human

rights leaders and serve as a catalyst for conversation on a national and global scale. The
facility, located adjacent to Centennial Olympic Park, Georgia Aquarium, and The New
World of Coca-Cola, will have three flexible event spaces.”
■ The College Football Hall of Fame, expected to open Labor Day weekend, doubles as a
shrine for fans and fun meeting space. The hall includes 50,000 square feet of function
space, including an indoor 45-yard football field.
■ Located next to Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, Delta Flight Museum will have
unique event spaces, including two open hangers beneath the wings of a Boeing 767.
In other news, phase one of the Atlanta Streetcar line is expected to open later this year in
Downtown Atlanta. Stretching from Centennial Olympic Park to the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Historical Site, the Atlanta Streetcar
will have 12 stops along a nearly three
mile looped route.
Atlanta’s modern streetcars will be
electrically powered from an overhead
wire system (catenary) and operate at
speeds up to 35 mph. Carrying upwards of 194 passengers, the streetcars have the capability of
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removing in excess of 770
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Not-So-Typical Hotels
The Ellis Hotel is right in the center of everything, said Tom LaVaccare, director of sales
and marketing. “When you google maps a
map of downtown Atlanta, look in the absolute center. We are always in the center.
Our intersection of Peachtree and Ellis is the
crossroads for downtown Atlanta. We are
close to all attractions, restaurants and meeting venues like Philips Arena, Georgia World
Congress Center and the Gift and Apparel
Mart.” The 127-room hotel is the only independent boutique hotel in downtown, LaVaccare said. “A meetings client can have
exclusive use of all of our meeting space
when having only 30 guest rooms per
night! We have two meeting rooms, our
Stoddard Room can accommodate 30 people classroom in half and 30 people in
rounds in the other half. The Carnegie room
accommodates 12 people classroom style.”
The Emory Conference Center Hotel sits
on a 26-acre forest preserve in the heart of
Atlanta with 32,000 square feet of newly renovated meeting and event space, according
to its website. With 26 venues, the center
can accommodate ten to 500 guests. The
eco-friendly facility converts kitchen waste
oils to bio-diesel fuel to power Emory University buses; utilizes environmentally friendly
cleaning supplies and provides complementary electric vehicle charging stations. ■
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Find It All There In Cobb

Cobb County is where “small town charm meets big city amenities” as the city
is home to cozy neighborhoods and numerous convention and special event
venues like the Cobb Galleria Centre. The 88-acre Galleria complex includes
320,000 square feet of event space, four exhibition halls, 20 meeting rooms and
grand ballroom. It connects directly to the 522-room, Four-Star Renaissance
Waverly Hotel and is adjacent to smaller hotels like the 278-room Sheraton
Suites Galleria. The immediate area has more than 3,500 guest rooms.
The Cobb Galleria celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, unveiling a new
logo and website, along with recently completed interior renovations and
upgrades. “Our redesigned website, aside from being incredibly aesthetically
pleasing, is more agile, interactive and easier to navigate,” said Michele Swann,
general manager/CEO, adding that the convenience factor of Cobb
Galleria offers meeting planners a sense of ease when meeting in Atlanta.
On the same campus, the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Center has a
variety of event spaces, including a three-level Grand Lobby, the 2,750-seat
John A. Williams Theatre, and outdoor terrace.
From charming boutiques to mega stores, the Cobb Galleria Centre is nearby
numerous shopping opportunities. Galleria Specialty Shops are located inside
Cobb Galleria Centre and the Cumberland Mall is connected by pedestrian sky
bridge and offers anchor stores Macy’s, Sears and Costco. ■
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Host A ‘Gone With The Wind’ Event
ON-SITE REPORT BY MARLANE BUNDOCK

Marietta is a town filled with rich Civil War History, great
museums and heritage architecture. The Marietta Heritage
Passport offers discounted admissions to three museums,
including the Marietta Gone with the Wind Museum. Enjoy
unique shopping and dining as you take a ride through history
aboard the Historic Marietta Trolley.
For accommodations and meetings, look no further than
The Hilton
groups can emerse themselves into classic Southern charm.
The marble-floor lobby with rich mahogany pillars are
matched with exquisite area rugs, crystal chandeliers, wall
murals and an impressive collection of art—all of which contributes to the hotelʼs distinctive ambiance. Inspired by Greek
Revival architecture of the classic South, the 132-acre property offers 198 guest rooms and a meeting capacity for up to
660 guests, two dining options and golfing-with-a-view at the
City Club Marrietta Golf Course. ■
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