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CENTENNIAL
OLYMPIC PARK
When Atlanta was selected to host the 1996 Olympic
Summer Games, this 21-acre park was created downtown
as a gathering place for visitors and residents. Today, it is a
popular spot for recreation, festivals and private functions.

EVENT PLANNER’S
GUIDE TO

GA
Georgia

FROM BIG-CITY CHIC TO
SMALL-TOWN CHARM
Georgia is a Deep South state with a terrain that peaks in its northern
quarter – the southernmost ridges and foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains – then slopes gently, gradually downward and eastward to its Atlantic Ocean coastline. Within the state’s borders lie a lively mix of big-city
cosmopolitanism, mid-sized-city allure and quaint small-town charm.

BY T. WAYNE WATERS

Georgia is known for pine trees, peaches,
peanuts, a certain peanut farmer from Plains,
“Gone with the Wind,” “Deliverance,” “The
Color Purple,” “Midnight in the Garden of
Good and Evil” and CNN. A startling array of
musical geniuses were born and raised here. It
has one of the best official state songs in the
nation – sing it, Ray! – and it’s saturated with
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genuine Southern hospitality, served up in
heaping helpings to everybody who comes for
a visit. What’s not to like?

Atlanta

Georgia’s capital and largest city, the
always-evolving Atlanta offers a first-rate
convention center and loads of meeting space

in other venues, plenty of hotel rooms, and as
many recreational and cultural attractions as
you’d expect from a large city. It’s easy to get
to Atlanta. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL) is the busiest airport in
the world and serves as the headquarters hub
for Delta Air Lines.
Atlanta also boasts newly developed (and
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still developing) transportation in and around
the city including MARTA, the rapid mass
transit system; the ATL SkyTrain, which offers
convenient transport from the airport to some
surrounding communities; the Atlanta Streetcar
line that opened last year; and the Atlanta BeltLine, which is developing an interconnected
network of transit, public parks and multi-use
trails along a historic 22-mile railroad corridor
circling downtown.
If you haven’t been to Atlanta in the past two
years, there’s plenty that’s new.
“Atlanta has experienced a surge in development throughout the city, with $1.5 billion in
new hospitality product which opened in 2014
alone,” said William Pate, president and CEO
of the city’s convention and visitor authority,
ACVB. “Attendees who have not visited the
city recently have the opportunity to refresh
their perspective on the destination with more
dining, retail and entertainment options than
ever before.”
Among the new developments that opened
in 2014 were the Center for Civil and Human
Rights, College Football Hall of Fame &
Chick-fil-A Fan Experience and the Delta
Flight Museum.
New attractions for 2015 include:
• The Amphibian and Reptile Experience
at Zoo Atlanta – A new $18 million com-

plex at the zoo.
• Porsche Driving Experience – Since May
2015, Atlanta has been Porsche Cars North
American headquarters. The new $100 million headquarters includes business-center
meeting facilities and a fine-dining restaurant, a Driving Simulator Center and Human
Performance training facility.
• Center for Puppetry Arts – A major expansion should be completed by November
2015.
Atlanta Meeting Space:

Atlanta has nearly 100,000 hotel rooms in the
metro area, more than 10,000 of which are
within walking distance of the Georgia World
Congress Center. New additions include a
255-room Aloft Atlanta Downtown, 150-room
Hyatt House Atlanta Downtown and the soonto-open 200-room Hotel Indigo Downtown.
• Georgia World Congress Center: 1.4 million
square feet of exhibit space; a 33,000-square-foot
ballroom; 106 meeting rooms ➤
www.conventionsouth.com

The Georgia World Congress Center has
1.4 million square feet of exhibit space.

BREAKOUT SPOTLIGHT:

Sonesta Gwinnett Place Atlanta
Although it’s located in an
urban area, the Sonesta Gwinnett Place Atlanta occupies 11
landscaped acres and offers
many amenities that are typical
of a resort. On-site attractions
at the 426-room property include a 24-hour fitness facility,
a self-service business center,
a heated indoor/outdoor swimming pool, free Wi-Fi and a
new gastropub serving delicacies such as truffled deviled eggs and stoneground grits. The hotel also offers special
events each week, including Wine Down
Wednesday, which features live music,
complimentary finger foods and wine.
In 2014, the Sonesta Gwinnett Place Atlanta
received a major makeover which included
enhancements to the guest rooms, the lobby
and the 18 function rooms that are part of
the property’s 20,000 square feet of meeting
space. Three on-site ballrooms include the
8,000-square-foot Georgia Ballroom, which
accommodates up to 1,000 people. Conference service managers and an innovative
catering team can assist with menus and

Sonesta Gwinnett Place

creative meeting-room décor.
According to Director of Sales and Marketing Beth Searls, many groups take advantage of “Take 5” options during their stay.
These include competitive activities, such
as tug-of-war, or culinary events. Sonesta’s
Food is Art experience puts an emphasis on
organic and locally sourced seasonal ingredients. Searls mentioned that the large open
spaces around the hotel allow groups to
enjoy outdoor functions such as barbecues
and mini-marathons.

Contact:
www.sonesta.com/gwinnettplace
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