Honeymoons

Atlanta
Honeymoon
Andrea McVeigh discusses the the romantic
legacy of downtown Atlanta.

I

t’s one of the most famous
fictional love stories of the
twentieth century. When
Rhett Butler turned to
Scarlett O’Hara in the film Gone With
The Wind and said “Frankly, my
dear, I don’t give a damn,” women
everywhere swooned. But in the
spirit of love conquering all, it was
left to Scarlett to declare “tomorrow
is another day.” Together, they are
two of the most memorable movie
quotes of all time.
But did you know that the famous
romance was based on a book
published in 1936? Or that its author,
Margaret Mitchell, lived the life of a
Southern belle, just like Scarlett, in
the city of Atlanta in the US state of
Georgia?
The story is set in Clayton County,
Georgia, and Atlanta during the
American Civil War and you can still

see the very house where Margaret
lived and wrote the book, in modern
downtown Atlanta. It’s easy to
imagine how Margaret was inspired
by the romantic legacy of this
historic American city, as well as by
her immediate surroundings. Listed
in the American National Register
of Historic Places, the Margaret
Mitchell House, where she owned an
apartment, is an early 20th century,
three-story, Tudor Revival building
that looks incongruous compared
to its very modern neighbours on
Atlanta’s busy Peachtree Street.
The pull of this romantic novel and
the position of Atlanta as one of
America’s more historically-rich cities,
may be enough of a draw for you to
honeymoon here, but there’s much
more to the state capital than a dusty
old novel alone. Atlanta played an
important part in both the Civil War
and the 1960s Civil Rights Movement
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and it’s full of interesting sightseeing
opportunities, such as the Martin
Luther King Jr. National Historic Site
and eternal flame.
But while yesteryear may still have an
important influence on the present in
Atlanta, especially if you are a tourist
taking in all the major sights, it’s not
stuck in the past. This dynamic city
is popping up more and more on
modern TV and in movies, even if
you weren’t aware of it. As well as
the movies Anchorman 2 and The
Hunger Games, which were filmed in
Atlanta, the zombie-theme TV series
The Walking Dead also uses the city
for its locations, and it’s not unusual
to see some famous members of
the cast drinking or dining in the
downtown bars or the hipster
hangouts around Little Five Points.
In the downtown area, the Centennial
Olympic Park, built for the 1996
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Olympics, is where you’ll find the
impressive Georgia Aquarium, with
its 8 million gallons of fresh and
marine water and more than 100,000
animals. In one afternoon alone, and
armed with a handy money-saving
Atlanta CityPass, my husband and
I visited the aquarium, the World
of Coca-Cola (yes, it’s where the
secret recipe is kept in a vault), the
fascinating Civil Rights museum
and the nearby Inside CNN Studio
Tour, all of which are located within
minutes of each other. We called
that our ‘sightseeing day’, and while
we certainly saw more sights during
the week we spent there, it was
great to see three of the city’s major
attractions in one afternoon.
If you want to escape the city for a
few days but stay within the state
of Georgia, hire a car, drive south
and visit Savannah, with its romantic
antebellum and Gothic Revival
architecture and cobblestoned
historic district. It’s not unusual to
see visitors take a ride on a horsedrawn carriage here, or sit in Forsyth
Park in the shade provided by oak
trees covered with hanging Spanish
moss.
Having been to Savannah before,
and keen to tick off another state
on our bucket list task of seeing all
of America’s 50 states, we opted

instead for Charlotte in North
Carolina. It was just a four hour drive
away from the centre of Atlanta, and
gave us the chance to drive past
the photo opportunity that is the
Peachoid Water Tower in Gaffney,
South Carolina. And yes, as the name
suggests, it’s a regular water tower
that has been turned into a giant
peach.

explore the uptown area. In other
American cities, there’s a ‘downtown’
area, but in Charlotte, its downtown
is called uptown. Why? Partly
because it’s at a higher elevation
than the rest of the city, and partly
because a marketing push in the
1970s sought to rebrand the area.
But I think that it’s also because
Charlotte - founded in 1768 and
named after Queen Charlotte, wife
of King George III of England - is a
quirky, compact city that just does
things a little bit differently to other
places. Craft breweries abound here,
while culture vultures can get their
fix at the Mint Museum, the Centre
for African-American Arts & Culture
and the highly-recommended Levene
Museum of the New South. And don’t
worry about trying to fit in all your
sightseeing in 24 hours. This is the
American South, where time moves
at a more relaxed, leisurely pace.

In Charlotte, we were ideally placed
in the luxurious Westin Charlotte to

There’s always tomorrow. And, after
all, tomorrow is another day.

“Atlanta played
an important
part in both the
Civil War and the
1960s Civil Rights
Movement”.

FACT BOX
For more information on Atlanta, visit www.atlanta.net.
Money saving passes available from www.citypass.com/Atlanta
For accommodation in Charlotte, visit www.westincharlottehotel.com.
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