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Salamander Hotels & Resorts

Presenting

Behind The Name Salamander

THE GRAND GOLF RESORTS OF FLORIDA

UNITING
INNISBROOK, REUNION, AND HAMMOCK BEACH RESORTS
The Nicklaus Course at Hammock Beach
boasts more holes on the ocean than
any other golf course in Florida.

“Salamander can survive all trials by fire. It symbolizes courage and perseverance under adversity, and
stands for everything I have experienced. I adopted the moniker after acquiring a 200-acre
farm, called Salamander Farms. A previous owner, Bruce Sundlun, a former governor of
Rhode Island, named it Salamander in honor of his World War II code name. He eluded
capture after his bomber was shot down and fought behind German lines. I retained the
name in respect of Sundlun’s heroism and the fiery spirit it represents.” – SHEILA JOHNSON
Salamander’s multi-million dollar
upgrade at Innisbrook is evident.
“When I purchased the resort in 2007, I knew it had been
neglected and the staff was frightened,” recalled Johnson.
“But, I liked its ‘bones.’ The resort is an institution in Tampa
Bay and I saw the potential to rebuild its reputation. With
four golf courses, including the famous Copperhead
Course, Innisbrook is defined as a golf resort versus a resort
with golf. We have touched every inch of the campus. We
gutted buildings, refreshed the landscaping, and built a luxurious spa. It is a whole new place.”
Reunion Resort, located six miles west of Disney
World and 30 minutes from downtown Orlando, offers
54 holes of Nicklaus, Palmer, and Watson golf. Within
one location, you can play three golf courses designed by
legends of the game.

In a recent Golf World survey of PGA TOUR players,
Copperhead Course at Innisbrook ranked among
the top ten designs of the 52
courses played on TOUR.

From the Gulf to the Atlantic, enjoy access to 1,250 spacious villas, 162
holes of golf, 25 swimming pools, 16 restaurants, and three indulgent spas.
CENTRAL FLORIDA: Salamander Hotels and Resorts is
America’s newest luxury hospitality brand. Its three
highly regarded, well-established resorts in Florida include
Innisbrook, just north of Tampa; Reunion, two exits away
from Disney World in Orlando; and Hammock Beach,
offering one of the finest beachfront locations about 30
minutes north of Daytona Beach.
Salamander was founded by Sheila C. Johnson who is
considered, in business circles, to be one of the most competent, successful businesswomen in the country. Johnson
co-founded BET (Black Entertainment Television) in the
1970s and successfully grew the cable channel until selling
the corporation to Viacom in 1999.
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Johnson’s connection to sports and business are well
documented. She has stakes in three professional franchises including the WNBA’s Washington Mystics; the NHL’s
Washington Capitals; and the NBA’s Washington Wizards.

INTRODUCING SALAMANDER’S
GRAND GOLF RESORTS OF FLORIDA
“I didn’t decide to enter the golf business on a whim,” said
Johnson. “I believe Innisbrook, Reunion, and Hammock
Beach are three exceptional resorts. All have a golf focus,
but offer so much more. Our fine food, expert service, and
family friendly amenities [all three resorts have on-site
water parks] provide for a well-rounded escape.”

Copperhead Course at Innisbrook

Reunion Resort

The sprawling 2,600-acre oasis
also offers a family water park complete with a lazy river, twisting
water slides, and wooden boardwalk.
“One of the crown jewels at
Reunion is our ANNIKA Academy,”
stated Johnson. “Annika Sorenstam
and I share a passion for making the
game more inclusive and welcoming
for women. It isn’t that women have
been purposely excluded from the
sport over the years, but the industry
never sought them out. I think many
women feel alienated by the game.
“We aim to change that perception. With Annika’s help, all three of
our Grand Golf Resorts of Florida
will be instituting programming
APRIL 2012
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Salamander Hotels & Resorts
geared for today’s woman. It will include comprehensive
curriculum of guest speakers, wellness classes, networking, nutrition tips, golf lessons—and a little pampering
along the way,” said Johnson.
“I am proud to have my Academy at Reunion Resort,”
praised Sorenstam, the only female golfer to shoot 59 in
competition and the LPGA’s career money list winner.
“We focus on a holistic approach. In an intimate setting
we customize a package to fit your schedule. We offer
classes from one hour up to three days.”

Salamander Hotels & Resorts
Innisbrook

• GETTING TO THE RESORT: Located 45 minutes northeast of downtown Tampa.
The Tampa (TPA) airport is a 40-minute drive. Orlando airport (MCO)
and Disney World are 90 minutes away.
• ACCOMMODATIONS: 600 spacious suites featuring patios and balconies.
• GOLF: Four 18-hole courses designed by Larry Packard, a 10-acre practice
facility, and the Innisbrook Golf Academy, led by Director of Golf Rodney Green
and Director of Instruction Dawn Mercer.
• AFTER GOLF: Retreat to Indaba, a new 18,000 square-foot spa, salon and
fitness center. Take a meditative walk in the labyrinth, unwind in the eucalyptus
steam rooms or soak in the heated whirlpool after your treatment. For the more
adventuresome, take a belly dancing class in one of the two fitness studios.
• WITH THE FAMILY: Relax at Innisbrook’s Loch Ness Monster Pool with the
family. Enjoy two sand beach areas, a 15-foot waterfall, two winding water slides,
and a 36-person Jacuzzi. The resort also offers complimentary transportation to
and from nearby Caladesi Beach, considered one of the best in the state.
• OTHER AMENITIES: Four distinctive restaurants; 11 clay tennis courts
(several lighted for night play); three racquetball courts; six swimming pools;
the Camp Nessie kids club; Lake Innisbrook (fish for largemouth bass);
and 100,000 square feet of indoor/outdoor meeting space.
• DON’T MISS: A scoop of homemade ice cream at Market Salamander Grille.
• DAY EXCURSIONS: Visit Ybor City (Tampa’s Historic District); attend a
Tampa Bay Devil Rays game (tampabay.rays.mlb.com); explore
the Salvador Dali Museum (salvadordalimuseum.org).
• NOTABLE ACCOLADES: Host of the PGA TOUR’s Transitions Championship
and LPGA’s Legends Tour Open Championship; Golf Magazine’s
“Top 100 You Can Play”; Golf Digest’s “Top 75 Golf Resorts in America”;
Meetings & Conventions Gold Key winner.
• FOR MORE INFORMATION visit: InnisbrookGolfResort.com.

Annika’s Tip for Women Golfers
“Don’t be intimidated to hit a driver off the tee. Hit the club you
feel most comfortable with. Consistency, versus distance, will
always result in lower scoring.” – ANNIKA SORENSTAM

WHAT MAKES A DESTINATION WORTH VISITING?
Prem Devadas, president of Salamander Hotels and
Resorts, has built a successful 30-year career in the hospitality industry. “The foundation for success in the
resort business revolves around two key points: be committed to creating a 'culture of service' and impassioned
management, which in Salamander's case is led by Vijay
Singh, our VP of Operations, and have a sharp operating game plan for consistent profitability. The two go
hand in hand,” explained Devadas. “Without financial
success, you are limited in what resources are available
About 90 minutes northeast of Reunion is
the spectacular oceanfront Hammock Beach
Resort. This premier family beach destination
offers posh villa and condominium accommodations; a 91,000 square-foot, multi-level water
park, courses designed by Nicklaus and Watson;
a nine-hole putting course; and a rejuvenating
spa. While the Nicklaus Ocean Course receives
most of the headlines, don’t miss the opportunity to play the Watson Conservatory Course
which is one of the longest and toughest in the
state of Florida.
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“Reunion is
innovatively routed
on hilly, roller coaster-like
terrain. The golf course
plays through a variety
of natural preserve
areas; has generous,
wide fairways and
strategically placed
bunkers.” – ARNOLD PALMER

Reunion Resort

• GETTING TO THE RESORT: The Orlando airport (MCO) is a 30-minute drive; downtown Disney is just 15 minutes away; downtown Orlando is 25 minutes to the east.
• ACCOMMODATIONS: Spread out among 2,300 acres, Reunion Resort features 330 resort accommodations including luxury condominiums,
private villas, vacation homes, and a 96-suite main hotel.
• GOLF: Nicklaus, Palmer, and Watson courses. Site of the ANNIKA Academy.
• DON’T MISS: The Soren Slam golf package. A three-day instructional outing that includes nine holes of golf and a lesson with Annika.
• WITH THE FAMILY: Among colorful, tropical landscaping, float down the lazy river and glide down the twisting water slides at the private
Reunion Water Park or choose to relax at the other 10 pools spread out around the property.
• OTHER AMENITIES: Six lighted, hydro-grid tennis courts; drift away at the Spa at Reunion; expansive fitness center; bike rentals; 25,000 square feet of
flexible meeting space; six restaurants (from Caribbean fare served poolside at The Cove, to fine wine and Italian flavors at Forte).
• DAY EXCURSIONS: Attend an MLB spring training game; visit the new LEGOLAND; test your skills at the Richard Petty Driving School.
• NOTABLE ACCOLADES: AAA Four-Diamond resort; Tennis Resorts Online's Top 100 Resorts; GolfWeek's Best Courses You Can Play.
• FOR MORE INFORMATION visit: ReunionResort.com.
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Salamander Hotels & Resorts
Hammock Beach Resort

• GETTING TO THE RESORT: Located near St. Augustine. The Daytona Beach airport (DAB)
is 30 minutes to the south; Jacksonville (JAX) and Orlando (MCO)
airports are slightly more than one hour away.
• ACCOMMODATIONS: 320 luxury villas and condominiums overlook the Atlantic Ocean.
• GOLF: Option to play two courses. The Conservatory, a lush Tom Watson design, and
The Ocean Course, designed by Jack Nicklaus (boasting six holes on the edge of the
Atlantic Ocean—more holes on the ocean than any other course in Florida).
• AFTER GOLF: Relax with a vanilla sandalwood massage at the Spa at Hammock Beach.
• WITH THE FAMILY: Zip down the water flume at the 91,000 square-foot water park.
• FOR ADULTS: Imbibe with a cognac and savor a Montecristo at the Crown Jewel Cigar Bar.
• OTHER AMENITIES: Nine-hole putting course; bicycle rentals; eight lighted hydro-grid
clay courts overlooking the Intracoastal Waterway; modern fitness center with aerobics
studio; 209-slip marina; 80,000 square feet of indoor/outdoor meeting space.
• DON’T MISS: A kayak tour through the mangroves.
• DAY EXCURSIONS: Kennedy Space Center; Daytona International Speedway;
St. Augustine outlet mall; and The Dolphin Conservation Center at Marineland.
• NOTABLE ACCOLADES: AAA Four Diamond Award; a Golf Digest
“Top 75 Golf Resort”; GolfWeek’s Best Courses You Can Play in Florida.
• FOR MORE INFORMATION visit: HammockBeach.com.

to reinvest in the guest experience.
“Salamander’s commitment to our three resorts
in Florida is extensive. Look no further than the renaissance at Innisbrook over the last couple of years.
If you haven’t been to the new Innisbrook, you will
be impressed with what you will see,” said Devadas.
“While the enhancements were in progress, we
were careful to preserve our special golf amenities.
The topography around Innisbrook is more reminiscent of the rolling, tree covered sand hills of North
Carolina. It doesn’t feel like Florida golf.”
Devadas understands that Salamander’s resorts
must be able to distinguish themselves from the
competition.
“Often, it is little moments during your vacation
that are the most memorable,” smiled Devadas.
“This is where our collection of Grand Golf Resorts
of Florida excel. For example, at Innisbrook, sitting
outside on the terrace around the roaring fire pit as
the sun sets over the South Course can’t be beat. At
Reunion Resort, make sure to plan a dinner on our
rooftop restaurant. While relaxing over an exquisite
meal, enjoy unobstructed panoramic views of
Disney World’s dazzling nightly fireworks display.
And finally, at Hammock Beach, take advantage of
our oceanfront access and enjoy a cocktail cruise on
The Sundancer, the resort’s private yacht.“ ■
For more information on Salamander Hotels &
Resorts and its Grand Golf Resorts of Florida, call
(855) 481-2666 or visit SalamanderHotels.com.
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