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Among Primland’s
offerings: A chance
to study the night
sky in the resort’s
observatory.

RIMLAND, A RESORT ON 12,000 ACRES IN VIRGINIA’S BLUE

Ridge Mountains, exudes the air of a country manor, but one

that’s decidedly 21st century. Along with horseback riding,

sporting clays, golf, and tennis, it offers high-tech stargazing.

Although the night sky shines brightly whenever you

get away from the city, Primland intensifies the dazzle with a

powertful telescope—a Celestron CGE Pro 1400—in the property’s

observatory. Depending on the season and cloud cover, the resi-

dent astronomer may spotlight Saturn’s rings or a blazing Venus

(the result of sulphur gases) or zoom in on glowing constellations
and distant nebulae.

That’s not all that sparkles at Primland. The vistas of ridge tops

delight, Elements serves tasty American cuisine, and the spasoothes
with massages. The lodge’s 26 guest rooms, decorated in an upscale,
unfussy decor, start at a generous 528 square feet, while “mountain
rooms” outfitted with iron beds and vine wreaths offer more of a
cottage feel. If you're seeking a romantic idyll, stay at the Golden
Eagle Tree House; this red-cedar aerie perches among the limbs of
a giant oak overlooking the Dan River Gorge.

It’s worth the extra effort it takes to reach Primland, a five-
plus-hour drive from DC. From both Roanoke Regional Airport
and Piedmont Triad International Airport in Greensboro, North
Carolina, the drive is two hours. Rooms start at $285.

Primland, Meadows of Dan, Va.; 866-673-7802.
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MAKING WAVES

The 95-room beachfront
Sanderling Resort on
North Carolina’s Outer
Banks is set to reapenin
May after a renovation
that included updating its
guest rooms, adding two
new pools—ane for adults,
one a lagoon-style pool far
families—and revamping
its bars, restaurants, and
lobhy. thesanderling.com.
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FREEDOM TRAIL

A self-guided tour of

the Harriet Tubman
Underground Railway
Byway—2013 marks 100
years since Tubman’s
death—includes more than
30 sites on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore where you
can explore the secret
routes and Tubman’s
remarkable slave rescues.
harriettubmanbyway.org.

LIVING HISTORY

Can’t get enough of the
Civil War sesquicentennial?
This May marks the 150th
anniversary of the Battle
of Chancellorsville in
Virginia, while in Pennsyl-
vania Gettysburg marks
its 150th in July. Both sites
will feature battle reenact-
ments as well as other
commemorative events,
nps.gov.

QUITE A SPLASH

| Kingsmill Resort, along
| the James River in Wil-

liamsburg, has added ta
its impressive roster of ac-
tivities a new pool complex
with a sandy beach, water
slide, and lazy-river pool. It
opens for the season May
4. Also new: the riverfront
James Landing Grille, of-
fering diners sunset views,
kingsmill.com.
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LONG-AWAITED DEBUT
After years of planning
and delays, Sheila John-
son’s Salamander Resort
& Spais set to openin
Middleburg in August.
The posh 168-room
retreat will feature a
23,000-square-foot spa,
an equestrian program,
and dining overseen by
chef Todd Gray. salaman-
derhospitality.com.
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