At the Heart of Lowcountry Style, Culture and Cuisine
Overview
Woodlands Inn is a recently and impeccably restored 1906 classical revival mansion set amidst 42 acres
of parkland grounds. It is an elegant estate that draws its guests and visitors into a special sanctuary of
southern hospitality, superb dining and exceptional experiences. It is located 25 minutes from historic
Charleston in the charming village of Summerville, South Carolina.

History
In 1906, Robert W. Parsons bought 100 acres of land just outside the Town Square and constructed his
family’s winter home, known as Woodlands. The Parsons family sold the property in 1939 to Mr. Alan
White, a respected botanist and internationally known chess expert, who used the home as a hospice
for his ailing sister, May. During World War II, Mr. White felt it was his patriotic duty to entertain servicemen with extremely lavish parties on his estate. Debutantes were invited to these well-chaperoned
events to engage in tennis, dancing, singing, and even roller-skating through the halls and rooms of the
mansion. Upon Mr. White’s death in the 1950s, the property was bequeathed to Mrs. Ruth Gadsden, a
prominent member of Summerville society, who lived in the house for the rest of her life.
After extensive restoration under the loving care of Deborah and Antonio Diz, the Gadsden Manor Inn
opened in 1986, but closed in 1989 and fell from public view. In 1993, the property was sold to Joe Whitmore,
of New York and Martha’s Vineyard, and underwent 18 months of restoration and reconstruction. In May
1995, Woodlands Inn opened to the public as a luxury inn and dining room. In June 2006, Sheila C. Johnson,
CEO Salamander Hospitality, LLC, based in Middleburg, Virginia, purchased the Inn, and set about
refurbishing and refreshing all the guest rooms and public areas, as well as adding modern amenities.
A casual dining area called Pines was also added, adjacent to The Dining Room. In August, 2010,
Charleston-area Attorney Johnny Linton purchased the property. It is still managed by Salamander Hospitality.

Accommodations
Located within the house are 18 splendid and beautiful guest accommodations with six different color
schemes. And just a short stroll from the inn is a cozy country cottage. All are luxuriously decorated
and feature modern conveniences like flat-panel televisions and BOSE CD stereos. Residential amenities
include working fireplaces, lavish baths with steam-heated towel racks, Jacuzzis® and separate
showers. Each Executive Suite (9), and the three-room Governor’s Suite, has a king-sized bed, gas
fireplaces, heated towel racks, whirlpool bath and separate shower. Junior Suites (6) have king or queensized beds, heated towel racks and fine appointments unique to the original mansion.

Dining
The Dining Room at Woodlands is known for its imaginative New American cuisine, superlative service and
understated elegance. The menus change daily to incorporate the freshest, most exclusive ingredients
gathered by private gardeners, day-boat fishermen and farmers. The Pastry Chef creates show-stopping
desserts and all breads are made in-house. The Bar, and the casual dining offering called Pines, offer perfect
locations for a private rendezvous, a quiet cocktail before dinner or a more relaxed dining experience.

Facilities for Meetings | Weddings | Special Occasions
• The Pavilion – the estate’s premier private facility encompasses over 1400 square feet of meeting
and dining space with an additional 1552 square feet of meeting and dining space on the adjacent
open-air porches. Parties from 120 – 200 can enjoy additional seating poolside and on terrace
verandas. Social and business dinners up to 130 can enjoy an epicurean culinary experience,
while wedding ceremonies can be performed at the nearby wedding garden or croquet lawn.
• The Board Room – located in the main house, this facility can accommodate up to 12 people, and
features an in-room fireplace, flat-panel television, private bathroom and a private terrace.
• The Private Dining Room – ideal for business gatherings or small meetings and can accommodate
up to 14 guests. This room has its own fireplace and private reception area.

Sports and Leisure Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spa – massages and facials can be performed in the privacy of your guest room or spa studio.
Tennis – two lighted English red-clay courts. Lessons and clinics are available.
Swimming – a climate-controlled pool with sun patio and cabanas; poolside dining is available.
Croquet – a well-groomed croquet lawn prepared for play year round.
Bicycles – a small fleet of land cruiser bicycles available for touring and sightseeing.
Golf – world-class resort golf available an hour’s drive away. Closest course is five minutes away.
History – The Inn is 15 minutes from the Ashley River historic gardens and plantations, and 25 minutes
from the tours of historic Charleston Tours (Aerial, Carriage, Bus and Walking).
• Antique and Gallery Shopping – in the nearby village of Summerville.

Awards and Ratings
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forbes Five-Star Award for The Inn and Dining Room (2004 to present)
AAA Five Diamond Award for The Dining Room (1996 – present) and for The Inn (1997 – present)
Travel + Leisure – World’s Best Hotel Value in “2011 World’s Best Hotel Awards”
Travel + Leisure – Voted #4 in North America and #27 in the World in “2010 World’s Best Hotel Awards”
Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report – #16 in “2008 Top 20 U.S. Resort Hideaways”
Wine Spectator – Best of Award of Excellence since 1998
Member: Historic Hotels of America and Preferred Boutique
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