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NY's Alvin Ailey dance co. appoints new director
NEW YORK (AP) -- Alvin Ailey's artistic director has announced a
successor, a 37-year-old choreographer with a decade-long history with
the world-renowned modern dance company.
Robert Battle will take the helm at The Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater in July 2011, when Judith Jamison steps down after 20 years,
Jamison said Thursday. Until then, the two will work side-by-side.
Battle "has a worldview and is capable of taking this company in new
directions, while at the same time understanding our traditions," Jamison
said. "Choosing Robert Battle is the giant leap I want to take to ensure that
this company stays vibrant in the future."
Battle, who will be Alvin Ailey's third artistic director, has created ballets
for the Ailey company and its Ailey II junior troupe since 1999 and served
as an artist-in-residence with The Ailey School.
"I hope to be worthy of this tremendous responsibility that I've been
given, and to honor it in the only way Alvin Ailey would have accepted:
by keeping it new, alive and moving forward," Battle said.
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He was commissioned in 1999 to create a work for Ailey II, called "Mood Indigo." In 2003, he created "Juba"
for the theater's main troupe and worked alongside Jamison on "Love Stories" for its 2004 world premiere.
During last year's New York season, he choreographed "In/Side."
Battle attended the New World School of the Arts and The Juilliard School and founded his own company,
Battleworks Dance Company.
"In seeking a new artistic leader for the company, it was important to find someone who has his own vision, his
own experience," Jamison said. "Robert has his own company and is a maverick in his choreography. He's edgy
and forward-thinking, very talented and savvy."
With the appointment, Battle will have to dissolve his own company.
Alvin Ailey, who founded the company in 1958, created many enduring roles for Jamison. She took over in
1989 after his death. During her tenure, the ensemble created a bachelor's degree program with Fordham
University, expanded its performance schedule and built a $56 million headquarters on Manhattan's West Side.
The dance theater currently is celebrating Jamison's 20th anniversary as artistic director with a 20-city U.S. tour.
The last performances will be at the Brooklyn Academy of Music from June 10-20. It will also be performing
one of Battle's choreography in his hometown of Miami at the end of May.
--On the Net:
http://www.alvinailey.org
© 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Learn
more about our Privacy Policy.
Click here for copyright permissions!
Copyright 2008 Associated Press

