Starting a New Era
With Graciousness,
Taste and Tradition

When Alvin Atlley American
Dnee Theater opened its annual
season at Cigy Center on Wednes-
(li]y. it ciirl 50 under a new artistic
director, Robert Battle, But an

Anloy grafnis a set Tity-
BHEM] al, a glamarous fund-
raiser as muock abont
SEIBERT donors as about danc
——  ory, and in conforming
&-‘Hg&l to the standard of
vears past. this one
SERL & message of continnity.

Alter the thanking of donars
and the anncuncement of the
bl Lon-par 32,5 million, a
gond sign during a changeover —
came the man of 1he hour, Where
his predecessor, Judith Tamison,
plaved sass off & queeniy hau-
ter, Mr. Battie 11 dewarn-hoatne.
Throughaout the evening he
patined and reased. He gquoted
lis gr unele and wsed phrases
Hell des Fene,
My Jamison was represenied
as the choreographer of the eve-

Alvin Ailey Ariericar Duance
Thenler's Se0sen runs thro
Jan, Tat City Center, 13] Wes
Street, Manhattan, (712) 3811212,
nyibvrenter.org.

ning's first danee. Chorengraphy
Was nEver her strong snit, and
her UIE I biagic™ is a trille, even
with John Legend singing at a
grand piano, The solo, however,
did sarve as a reintroduction to
Alicin Graf Mack, an impaossibly
long-limbed, classically trained
dancer who returns bo the com-
pany this season. The piece
didn’t give her much fode he-
vond stretching, but — ob my
aravy — is she A gorgenus mover,

v including a piece by Ms, Ja-
mison, Mr. Battle showed his gra
clousness; in s first addition to
the repertary e showeed lis
taste. Paul Taylor's “Arden
Court™ 1s a real masterpiece, and
by selecting it Mr. Batlle makes
ool on Mr. Alley's oo rarely re-
alized vizion of Lhe company s a
hirsme for great worksaf modern
dance.

The choice also reveals an-
other inezge, Mr, Bastle"s mentor
al Failised was Carolyn Adams,
the first black dancer in the Tay-
lor troupe, and Mr. Battle became
achoreographer while a member
of David Parsons's company. M&.
MAddams and Mr. Parsons were in
thenriginal cast of “Arden Cogrt"
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Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater The 1roupe’s s
above left, Kirven James Boyd and Linda Celeste

and in the avdlence on Wednes-
dawy, along with Mr. Taylor,
Though thay could use somse

nolishing, the Alley dancers ars
marvelous in “Arden Coure”™ The
5ix bare-chested men wha domi-
rate the wark embody Mo Tay-
lor's beeiy male ideal, Never be-

fare hias or hesn 5o ripped, The gx-

cellent cast members haven't vet
found the ideal tone for the
work's abundant wit, its con-

trases of low comedy willt courtly
heights, But they play it straight,
which I3 much berter than mug.
ging, and they know just what to
o with tie leaping processions
that open and close the piece.
Score ane for Mr Battle,

Hiz motives for including Lar
Tauhoeitch’s "Pretude to (ne Kiss™
e misee of o mystery, hough: af-
ter & sultry introdection by the
hozerary co-cliairwomen linan,

sasor-opening show at City Center ineluded « performance of Pau! Tavlor's “Arden Court
Sims, and, above from left, Mr, Boyd, Samuel Lee Roberts and Antonio Douthit.
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with,

the duet did elfer Clifton Brown
and Linda Celeste 5ims a chance
oD super sexy Thar's part ol
the Ailey tradition ton,

Ending with Mr. Ailey's “HReve-

lations" 15 not a marter of choles
Tr, Battle gave us the expanded
version, with 2 cast of 50 and live
rmusic. The singers, particulariy
Ella Mitchell and Kenny Brawi-
e, are A great iImprovement over

the usual dated recording, but the

exlea dancers muddy Me Alley's
Lirilliant compositions, That'sa
quibble, thaugh, witkh perform-
ances like those of Ms. Sims, Mr.
Brown, Ms. Mack, Antonio
Douthit, Kirven James Boyd and
Matchew Rushing,

They are just e standoets in
e armeing company that e,
Bartle now runs. W he do right
by i? So far, 50 gocd.



