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Maddie McGarvey / The Chmnlcle

Campers at the six-week Alvin Ailey camp practice African dance at UC Berkeley’s Zellerbach Hall, where they perform tonight.

AileyCamp keeps
kids on their toes
and reaching far

By Mary Ellen Hunt

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

On the vast stage of UC
Berkeley’s Zellerbach Hall,
rows of middle-school children
are standing in vaguely orga-

nized lines. They’re trying hard

to be attentive, but they look
fidgety, the boys pulling fitfully
at their shirts, the girls ad-

justing their leogards. EhEL &
“Stop moving,” says their
group leader Yejlde Najee-
Ullah, walking in front of them
as she inspects their lines.
“Stop scratching yourself, just
stand there. We're training you

- to be professionals all the time.

You have to hold your yawn
back, hold your sneeze back.”
Ailey continues on page F5






